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I admitted they were bad, malignant, foolish to a great
extent, but asked when they would: be better, and if no
better, were we to be forever a disunited country. Their
indebtedness in various forms under their sham organiza-
tion could not be less than twenty-five hundred millions;
the property in slaves which was extinguished by emanci-
pation could not be less than twenty-five hundred millions
more; other individual losses were immense. To all this
they were compelled to submit, and besides this they were
to pay their proportion of our debt incurred in whipping
them. Now was it strange that they were sore and com-
plaining, and were we doing right in excluding them from
all participation in the government, to which they were
entitled under the Constitution? We must adopt concilia-
tory measures or national calamities would soon be upon
us, and we ought not to shut our eyes to the facts.

He admitted something must be done, but said that he
had confidence that all would come right. He guessed we
were nearer now than some apprehended. This he said
with a smile and manner that impressed me as coming
from one who thinks he and his associates have the reins in
their hands and intend to guide the government car safely.
But the subject should not be trifled with.

McCulloch inquired of Stanton if he had reached a solu-
tion of the difficulty in regard to the oath. Stanton replied
that he had given it considerable thought and come to the
conclusion that it would be best for McCulloch to prepare
a letter setting forth the difficulties of the case. This letter,
I remarked, had better be addressed to the President.
Stanton did not respond favorably to this suggestion. He
thought it would do as well to send it to one of the commit-
tee. This was also Harlan's view. Dennison took very
decided ground with me.

The rumors that the Fenians had seized Navy Island
and that ten thousand volunteers had been called out by the
Canadian authorities were current this morning. Seward
was unwell and not at the Cabinet-meeting. The British